Press Release

Jewish Educational Leaders Learn Together

Recent demographic studies show that “the greatest guarantor of vibrant Jewish life is intensive Jewish education,” said Rabbi Jerome Epstein, executive vice president of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. 

Addressing the role of the movement’s Solomon Schechter day schools in shaping Jewish children into committed and engaged Jewish citizens, he said, “Graduates of our schools not only know Judaism but also live Judaism. For us, tzedaka, loosely defined as charity, is as important as Shabbat, and g’milut hesed -- acts of kindness -- are as important as kashrut. It is the blending of values having to do with the relationship between a person and God with those involving the relationship between one human being and another that helps form a complete person.”

More than 130 educational professional and lay leaders from 44 Solomon Schechter schools across North America, including ________ from ________________ School in ___________, attended the biennial conference of the Solomon Schechter Day School Association of the United Synagogue. The conference was held in Boca Raton, Florida, from December 10 through December 12. The theme of the conference, Community, Commitment and Covenant, is also the mission of the Association.

The participants came to learn from consultants who have expertise in governance and leadership, from scholars in Jewish education, and from each other. Topics included: professional development, recruitment, branding and marketing, vision and strategic planning, affordability and financial assistance, and maintaining educational excellence. The conference also grappled with several of the big issues facing Conservative Judaism, such as outreach to intermarried families, according to Dr. Elaine Cohen, the associate director of United Synagogue’s education department.

Highlights of the conference included an interactive telecast with the chancellor-elect of the Jewish Theological Seminary, Professor Arnold Eisen, and a plenum, Visions, Strategies and Tactics, given by Dr. Joshua Elkin, the executive director of  the Partnership for Excellence in Jewish Education. 

For the first time at its biennial, the SSDA worked with the Partnership for Excellence in Jewish Education. It offered a development track that was open to non-Schechter day schools, where participants could learn everything they need to know about conducting a successful annual campaign. 

The Schechter conference brought together lay leaders who serve on the boards of trustees of member schools and the top educational administrators. Together they deepened their knowledge, acquired more skills, and networked with colleagues in different schools as they discussed common challenges.

The SSDA biennial conference displays the vitality and commitment to excellence across the curriculum that the Schechter schools’ professionals and lay leaders have as their mission. Schechter professionals feel themselves to be responsible to their students and to the Jewish community as a whole, according to United Synagogue’s international president, Dr. Raymond B. Goldstein. “Your students are our future,” Dr. Goldstein said.
If you want to be more specific about challenges, you can add affordability, financial assistance, strategic planning, recruitment and enrollment growth. 
