SSDSA Professionals Conference 2008

Spirited and Spiritual Leadership: Leading from the Inside Out
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2008

Program Schedule DRAFT

TIME


PRESENTER


TOPIC





	12:30-1:30 PM
	
	Buffet Lunch

	1:30-2:30 PM
	Elaine Cohen

Robert Abramson

Merle Feld
	Welcome and Introduction to Spiritual Writing Practice

	2:40 PM
	
	Board buses for Red Rock Canyon (dress for outdoor hiking experience)

	3:00-4:45 PM
	Saul Wachs
	Red Rock, Reflective writing and Mincha

	5:00 PM

 
	
	Return to Beth Sholom – unstructured time. Small group meetings, e.g., mentors and mentees, school rabbis. Rabbinics working group

	6:00-7:15 PM
	
	Dinner and Kosher Wine tasting with sommelier

	7:15-7:30 PM
	
	Ma'ariv

	7:30-8:45 PM
	Merle Feld

Steven Lorch
	World Café program

	8:45-9:30
	Merle Feld
	Poetry Reading – "Supermarket Prayers: the Sacred in our Everyday Lives"

	9:30 PM
	
	Board buses for the Suncoast Hotel

(There won't be an opportunity to return to the hotel to change clothes, as it would entail another charter bus)


MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 2008

TIME


PRESENTER


TOPIC





	7:45 AM
	Ruven Barkan
	Shacharit 

	9:00 AM
	
	Breakfast 

	9:30 –11:30 AM

a)
	Merle Feld
	In this session, we will be guided through simple yet powerful writing exercises, finding some of our unique stories, articulating and integrating the experiences that constitute our personal religious journey.  While enjoying this gift of quiet time, we will explore our spiritual selves and build a foundation for life-long religious development and self-care.

	b)
	Saul Wachs
	This session will feature a proposed theory of practice for conducting services within Schechter schools. The theory is based on several years of visiting the schools and trying to understand what seems to "work," i.e., make for effective and smooth worship experiences. The theory will touch on the roles of pupils, teachers and administrators.

	11:30 AM
	
	Break

	11:45 AM-12:45 PM

a)
	Larry Scheindlin
	Judaism prizes knowledge but the Talmud says that “God wants the heart.”  Which takes priority--thinking or feeling? Which is more significant in our own development as Jewish educators? In this session we will study together some Jewish texts that give direction to this debate, dialogue on applications to daily life, and look at examples of how regular classroom instruction can be stretched to develop not only knowledge but also the n’shamah

	b)
	Robert Abramson
	Topic TBA

	1:00-2:00 PM
	
	Lunch

	2:15-3:45 PM

a)
	Merle Feld
	Writing in the Paradigm of Prayer - We will learn a variety of techniques to enhance our own daily prayer life and discuss how these techniques might be most effectively used in the day school setting. 

	b)
	Beverly Buncher
	Ben adam l’chavayro, ben adam l’makom, ben adam l’atzmo – these three relationships, when applied to our lives, our classrooms and our schools, can help us guide ourselves, our teachers, and our students through the stresses of modern life. This workshop will introduce the power of these principles to frame decision making at the personal and professional levels in a way that will make a real difference in your life and the life of your school community.
	

	3:45-4:15 PM
	
	Mincha

	4:15-4:30 PM
	
	Snack and break

	4:30-5:45 PM
	
	Networking time in small groups

	5:45-6:45 PM
	
	Dinner

	6:45
	
	Bus to Suncoast Hotel

	7:00-? PM


	
	Free night in Las Vegas (attend a performance or walk "the Strip")


TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2008

TIME


PRESENTER


TOPIC





	8:15 AM
	
	Check out of hotel 

	8:30-9:30 AM
	Saul Wachs
	Shacharit

	9:30-10:00AM
	
	Breakfast

	10:00-10:30 AM
	Jim Rogozen
	The SSDS Association of the Future – Presentation of the Strategic Plan

	10:30 AM – 12:30 PM

a)
	Larry Scheindlin and Debby Miller
	Making Meaning With Traditional Texts - For learning to be worthwhile, learners need to make personal meaning of the subjects being taught. In this session, Larry Scheindlin and Debby Miller will offer ideas and strategies for helping students find personal meaning in tefillah and Torah study respectively.  Larry and Debby will engage in an open dialogue on obstacles that stand in the way of helping students develop personal meaning in these difficult subjects, and strategies for circumventing them.

	b)
	Fran M. Urman
	The Art of Spirituality - A Hands-on workshop –
In this session we will explore our spirituality through the medium of art.  We will use multi media to create a visual reflection of our spiritual journeys.  No artistic talent or experience necessary.  

	c)
	Scott Bolton

Ruven Barkan
	Nurturing the spiritual growth of growing adolescents: critical conversations and concrete practices that expand our horizons.

	d)
	Barbara Gereboff
	Theology 101 for elementary school children.  This workshop presents two fully developed and tested lessons that can be replicated with students.  We will   focus on how names in general define relationships, and specifically how the different names we use to identify G-d suggest different sorts of relationships.  Then we will tap into metaphoric thinking and ask if we define G-d in a particular way (i.e. as a tree, a rock, king, etc.), then what is the particular (and in each case different) role for us that is implied.  

	12:45-1:30 PM
	
	Working lunch in same groups as previous session

	1:45-3:00 PM
	Merle Feld

Elaine Cohen
	Mincha
Closing session with reflective writing. 


Leave directly from Beth Shalom/SSDS to the airport.


(SSDS Conf /08/Program schedule)

