Press Release
More than 60 heads of school, campus rabbis, principals, and Jewish studies directors from Solomon Schechter day schools across the country gathered in Las Vegas for the group’s biennial conference. The three-day program was held at the Solomon Schechter Day School of Las Vegas on January 13th-15th.
 

”We chose Las Vegas as a way of expressing support for the newest day school in our network,” said conference organizer Dr. Elaine Cohen, the associate director of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism’s education department and lead professional of the Solomon Schechter Day School Association. The Schechter school in Las Vegas, housed at Temple Beth Sholom, in cooperation with Midbar Kodesh Temple, now goes from kindergarten through fifth grade.  Head of School Jon Mitzmacher was excited to host his professional colleagues, leading Jewish educators from 19 states, each representing a day school affiliated with Conservative Judaism.  

 

“The association promotes excellence across the curriculum and works with member schools to provide students with joyful experiences of Jewish life and tradition as well as a rigorous academic program,” Dr. Cohen said. “We advocate for Jewish day schools as the most effective vehicle for the transmission of Jewish knowledge and literacy and the richness of our heritage within a framework that values inquiry and open exploration of ideas. Schechter schools cultivate in their students the value of full participation in both American society and the Jewish community, anchored in a commitment to improve the world in which we live.”
 

The conference program, “Spirited and Spiritual Leadership: Leading from the Inside Out,” focused on the educators’ own spiritual growth, connecting their own self-awareness to the challenge of creating a spiritual school environment that fosters the inner life of teachers, students, and their families. Merle Feld, a renowned poet and teacher of writing as a spiritual practice, served as the conference’s writer-in-residence, and Dr. Saul Wachs, professor, mentor, and consultant to the Schechter Association, lead and taught prayer.

 

Participants had opportunities to choose among a number of sessions led by their colleagues, who shared exemplary practices and their curricular expertise.  The group engaged in contemplative exercises in Las Vegas’ beautiful Red Rock Canyon; workshops were held at the school as well.  “This conference was unlike any other I attended,” said Avi Baran Munro, Head of School of Community Day in Pittsburgh, “the theme was so focused and coherent – honest sharing and spiritual searching really happened.”  

 

“The professional and lay leaders of Temple Beth Sholom and the Solomon Schechter Day School of Las Vegas extended a warm West Coast welcome to us, “Dr. Cohen said. “When I visited the community four years ago, this school was just a dream, envisaged by Rabbi Felipe Goodman and Rabbi Jeremy Wiederhorn and a very small group of lay leaders. It is exciting to see that under the leadership of Jon Mitzmacher and the board of directors, today it is a blossoming reality, where children are thriving and developing their full potential as learners and full participants in the world around them.” 

 

For those families living in Southeast Las Vegas and Henderson, bus service is provided from Midbar Kodesh Temple in Green Valley.  Other stops are available.  Midbar Kodesh Temple and Temple Beth Sholom are both affiliates of the  United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.  A Solomon Schechter Day School is a private Jewish day school network affiliated with the Conservative movement and operates with the Department of Education of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.  

